
Traditional Anglican Communion Concordat of 1990 

As Amended at  the Meet ing of  the College of  Bishops of  the Tradit ional  Anglican  Communion;  November  26-28 ,  

2003 

PREAMBLE 

DETERMINED to maintain the  unbroken continuity  of  our t radit ion within the  One,  Holy,  

Catholic  and Apostolic  Church of  Je sus Christ  f rom its  inception to  the  present  day,  

especia lly  a s expre sse d in the  precepts of  the  Ecumenical  Counci ls  of  the  Undivided 

Church;  

ESTABLISHED in our particula r  ident ity  of  history,  chara cter  and purpose within the  

constant  tradition  of  the  Church  from i ts  arr iva l  in the  Brit i sh Isles  in the  earlie st  Christian  

centuries,  and as expressed in i ts  traditional  formular ies;  and  

REMAINING in Communion with all  such Churches,  Province s and Diocese s throughout the  

world which have been established in and are  faithful  to  the  same constant  tradi tion,  to  

which the  histor ic  Chair  of  S t .  Augustine at  Ca nterbury is  ca lled to  bear witness:  

WE, the Bishops of  cont inuing Anglican Churches in full  Communion with each other,  wi th 

expressions of  concurrence  of  the  c lergy  and laity  the reof,  hereby  unite  in a  worldwide 

Communion of  or thodox Churche s in the  Anglican  Tradit ion,  and invi te  all  fai thful  

Bishops,  Churches and Provinces which uphold the  principles set  forth in the  Fundamental  

Decla rations he rein to  participate  in this  our so lemn purpose and a ct .  

WE further  declare  that  the  Churche s,  Province s and Dioce ses of  this  Communion desire  to  

be  in ful l  Communion with the  whole  of  the  One,  Holy,  Catholic  and Apostolic  Church of  

Christ ,  and in endeavoring to  promote  Christian Unity  sha ll  continue to  regard a s the  

minimum ba sis  for  such unity  the  shar ing of  common Scriptures,  Creeds,  Sacraments and 

Minist ry  as identi fied in the  Chicago -Lambeth Quadrilateral  o f  1886-88 .  

1. NAME 

1.1.  This Communion,  which is  the  continuation of  the  body formed provisionally  at  

Orlando,  Flor ida,  in  the  United States  of  America  on February  3 ,  1989 ,  and formally  

established at  Victor ia ,  Brit i sh Columbia,  Canada on September 29 ,  1990 ,  is  known a s 'The  

Tradit ional  Angl ican Communion' .  

1.2.  The term 'Tradit ional '  as  used in this  context  refers to  that  l iving witness of  the  Spirit  

within the  Church by which her cont inuity  is  assured  from age to  age .  I t  is  de scribed in a  

letter  of  1718  AD from the Easte rn Patr iarchs to  the  Engl ish Non -Jurors:  " We preserve the 

Doctr ine  of  the Lord uncorrupted,  and f i rmly adhere to  the  Faith  He  delivered to  us,  and  keep  

it  free  from blemish and diminuti on,  as a  Royal  Treasure,  and a  monument of  great price ,  

nei ther  adding any thing ,  nor taking  any thing  f rom i t ; "  and by St .  John of  Dama scus:  " We do  



not change  the everlasting  boundaries  which  our fathers have set ,  but we  keep  the Tradition,  

just  as we received it . "  

2. MEMBER CHURCHES 

2.1.  The Churches  forming this  Communion are :  

(A)  The Anglican Ca tholic  Church  of  Canada;  

(B)  The Anglican Cathol ic  Church in Austral ia ;  

(C)  The Anglican Church in Ame rica ;  

(D)  The Angl ican  Church of  India  ( legi t imate  succe ssor to  the  Church of  India ,  Pakistan,Â   

Burma and Ceylon) ;  

(E)  The Orthodox Church of  Pakistan;  

(F)  The Church of  Irela nd (Tradit ional  Rite ) ;  

(G)  The Anglican Church of  Southern Africa  (Traditional  Rite ) ;  

(H)  The Church of  Umzi  Wase Tiyopiya (South Africa) ;  

( I )  The Traditional  Anglican Church  (England) ;  

( J )  The Church of  Torre s Strait ;  

(K)  The Cont inuing Anglican Church  in Zambia;  and  

(L)  The Nippon Kirisuto Sei  Ko Kai  ( Japan)  

NOTE:  In  October  of  19 91 ,  the American Episcopal  Church,  vi rtually  ent ire ,  merged with a  

signif icant port ion of  The Angl ican Cathol ic  Church (USA),  and others,  to  form the Angl ican  

Church in  America,  which immediately  pet i tioned to  be recogniz ed as the American 

component of  the Tradit i onal  Angl ican Communion.  Those Bishops of  The Angl ican Catholic  

Church (USA)  who re jected this  act  of  unif ication,  along with the body o f  which they  are sti l l  

members ( call ing  i tself  The Original  Province of  The Anglican Cathol ic  Church)  have since 

that ti me pract ica lly  repudiated their  signatures on the original  Concordat and withheld  

their  Church  from participation in  the Traditional  Angl ican  Communion.  The Bishops of  the 

Anglican Church in  America are  all  ei ther  sig natories to  the or iginal  Concordat or  e lse  

pet itioners thereto through the American Episcopal  Church.  

2.2.  The Regional  Conferences  of  Bishops of  th is  Communion are :  



(A)  The Conference  of  the  America s:  consisting of  the  Bishops of  the  Anglican Catholic  

Church of  Canada,  and the  Bishops of  the  A nglican Church in America ;  

(B)  The Confe rence  of  Southern  Asia :  consisting of  the  Bishops  of  the  Anglican Church  of  

India ,  and the  Bishops of  the  Orthodox Church  of  Pakistan;  

(C)  The Conference  of  Europe and Africa :  consisting of  the  Bishops of  the  Church of  Umzi  

Wase Tiyopiya,  the  Bishops of  the  Angl ican  Church in South Africa  (Tradit ional  Rite) ,  the  

Bishops of  the  Cont inuing Anglican Church in Zambia,  the  Bishops of  The Tradi tional  

Anglican Church  (England,  Scotland,  Wales) ,  and the  Bishops of  the  Church of  Ireland 

(Tradi tional  Rite) ;  

(D)  The Confe rence  of  the  Pacif ic :  consist ing of  the  Bishops  of  the  Angl ican  Catholic  

Church of  Australia ,  the  Bishops of  the  Church  of  Torres  S trait ,  and the  Bishops of  the  

Nippon Kirisuto Sei  Ko  Kai .  

2.3.  In  each Regional  Conference  the re  sha ll  be  a  President  elected from among the  

Bishops repre sented at  that  Regional  Conference ,  by such e lectoral  procedure  as they may  

decide to  use .  The Preside nt  sha ll  se rve  in tha t  capacity  for  a  period of  five  years,  or  unti l  

he  resigns  or  reti res  as a  Bishop Ordina ry or  dies in off ice ,  whichever occurs f irst .  He shal l  

be  eligible  to  be  re -ele cted for  one additiona l  five  yea r te rm i f  he  is  st i l l  in  office  at  t he 

expiration of  his  fi rs t  te rm.  

3. FUNDAMENTAL DECLARATIONS  

3.1.  In  the  f irm conviction that  "we shall  be  saved through the  gra ce  of  the  Lord Jesus  

Christ , "  and that  " there  is  no other name under heaven given among men by which we must  

be  saved,"  we ackno wledge our duty to  proclaim Chris t ' s  saving Truth to  all  people s,  

nations  and tongue s.  

3.2.  We acknowledge that  rule  of  fai th laid down by St  Vincent  of  Ler ins:  "Let  us hold that  

which has been bel ieved everywhere ,  a lways  and by all ,  for  that  i s  truly  and prope rly  

Catholic . "  Accordingly,  we de clare  our intention to  hold fa st  the  One,  Holy,  Catholic  and 

Apostolic  Fa ith of  God and to  t ransmit  the  same unimpaired to  our posterity .  

3.3.  We affirm as integral  to  the  history and e ssential  to  the  format ion of  this  Communion 

all  of  the  doctrinal ,  moral  and other theological  principles  set  out  in the  De clara tion  of  

loyal  Anglicans  gathere d in the  Congress of  St .  Louis,  Missouri ,  United States of  America  

in the  year 1977 ,  genera lly  known a s  The Af fi rmation of  St .  Loui s .  

3.4.  Ea ch membe r Church or  Province  of  this  Communion sha ll  have authori ty  to  adopt  i t s  

own Fundamenta l  or  Solemn Decla rations consistent  with  The Aff irmation of  St .  Louis ,  

provided that  each member Church or  Province  of  this  Communion doe s and shall  di scla im 

expressly  any authori ty  to  amend or depa rt  in  any substant ive  manner from the  

Fundamental  De cla rations hereof,  or  to  derogate  from Holy Scr ipture ,  or  to  de termine  

unilatera lly  any que stion of  Fai th or  Order,  the  authority  for  de termining such residi ng  in  



the  Col lege of  B ishops  of  this  Communion a cting with such  compete nt  advice  as may  be 

available  to  i t .  

4. RULING PRINCIPLES 

4.1.  This Communion retains and approve s  the  formular ies of  the  classical  Angl ican  

tradit ion  authorized pr ior  to  the  eme rgence,  within  some  Churches  or  Provinces  of  'The 

Anglican Communion, '  of  those  depa rtures f rom orthodox Faith and Pract ice  which made 

necessary and pre cipi tated the  Congress of  St .  Louis.  

4.2.  The standa rd of  Faith and Worship of  this  Communion is  that  expressed  in the  

first  Book of  Common Prayer ,  and Ordinal ,  o f  Edward  VI and in the  fol lowing revisions:  

(A)  The Church of  England,  use  of  1662 ,  and i ts  authorized translat ions ;  

(B)  The Anglican Church of  Canada,  use  of  1962 ;  

(C)  The Prote stant  Episcopal  Church in  the  United States  of  Ame rica ,  use  of  1928 ,  and i ts  

several  authorized translations,  in  pa rticular  the  OraciÃ³n ComÃºn ,  use  of  1928 ;  and  

(D)  The  Church of  India ,  Pakistan,  Burma and Ceylon ,  use  of  1963  with i t s  

authorized Supplement;  

(E)  The Church of  Ire land,  use  of  1926 ,  wi th the  Canons as amended in 1989/90  (but  

excluding Canon 21a) ;  

(F)  The Church of  the  Province  of  South Africa ,  use  of  1954 .  

4.3.  The Church of  England  Deposited Book  of  1928  and such o ther edi tions  or  revisions of  

the  Book o f  Common Prayer  whe re  such  have been orde red by  la wful  authori ty  may 

continue in use  in  any Anglican Church,  Province  or  Dioce se  admitte d to  this  Communion,  

provided that  the  sa id editions or  revisions conform to  the  s tandards of  Fai th and Worship  

set  out  in this  Concordat .  

4.4.  This Communion acknowledges  and respects  the  r ight  and responsibi li ty  of  each  

member Church or  Province  to  order i t s  own internal  legisla tive  and a dministra tive  affairs  

in accordance with  local  la w and cust om,  and not  inconsistent ly  with the  Preamble ,  

Fundamental  Decla rations and Rul ing Principle s set  out  in this  Concordat .  

4.5.  Other than the  final  authority  to  determine quest ions  of  Catholic  Faith and Apostol ic  

Orde r (which authority  reside s by vi rtue  of  the  nature  of  the  episcopal  office  in the  College  

of  Bishops acting,  however,  not  independent ly  of  the  whole  Church but  with  t he  counsel  

and advice  of  the  c lergy,  and with  the  asse nt  of  the  whole  body of  the  faithful ) ,  th is  

Communion does not  take to  i t self  any power to  e stabl ish any legislat ive  or  judicial  

authori ty  inhibit ing me mber Churches and Province s f rom establishing such  local  synods  



and tribunals or  adopt ing such local  consti tutions and canons as may be appropriate  to  

their  good orde r and government.  

5. THE PRIMACY 

5.1.  There  shal l  be  a  Primate  of  this  Communion who shal l  preside in cha rity  among the  

Bishops the reof,  not  as a  prelate ,  but  in the  Patris t ic  sense  as  an elder brothe r.  

5.2.  

(A)  The fi rst  Primate  shall  be  elected by the  College of  B ishops of  this  Communion from 

among its  membe rs.  He shall  serve  in that  Office  unt il  his  resigna t ion or  retirement as 

Primate ,  or  until  his  de ath if  he  should  die  in office .  Upon his 72nd birthday,  i f  he  ha s not  

yet  reti red or  resigned,  he  shall  p lace  be fore  the  College of  Bishops his  standing offer  of  

reti rement,  which  sha l l  become  effect ive  upon acceptance ,  by  se cret  ballot ,  by  the  said  

College.  

(B)  All  subsequent  Pr imates shall  be  elected f rom among the  Chief  Bishops of  the  Member  

Churche s or  Provinces  of  this  Communion by a  two - thirds majori ty  of  the  College of  

Bishops thereof.  Such Primate ,  so  elected,  shal l  serve  until  his  re sig nat ion or  reti rement,  or  

until  his  death i f  he  should die  in  office .  Upon his 72nd birthday,  i f  he  has  not  yet  reti red  

or  resigned,  he  shall  place  before  the  College of  Bishops his  standing  offer  of  ret irement,  

which shall  become effe ctive  upon acceptance ,  by secret  bal lot ,  by  the  said College.  

5.3.  In  any ele ction of  a  Primate ,  the  name of every such Chief  Bishop in this  Communion 

shall  appear on the  f irst  bal lot  pape r.  Fol lowing a  method of vot ing  agreed upon by the  

College of  Bishops,  three  ballots  shal l  be  held.  The fi rs t  will  reduce the  numbe r of  

candidate s by one -half .  The se cond will  reduce  the  number  of  remaining candidate s to  two.  

The third will  determine the  election.  Should the  third bal lot  be  a  t ie ,  further  ballo ts  sha ll  

ensue until  an  election i s  determined.  Una nimity on the  fi rst  or  second bal lot  shal l  

determine the  elect ion a nd eliminate  the  need for  furthe r ballo ting.  

5.4.  Ea ch member Church or  Province  of  this  Communion shal l  contr ibute  to  the  temporal  

support  and maintena nce of  the  Office  of  the  Primate  according  to  i ts  abi li ty .  The 

Scr iptural  standa rd of  ten pe rcent  of  Church or  Provincial  revenues should  guide the  

member Churches and Provinces in determining  the  level  of  support  to  be  provided.  

6. THE COLLEGE OF BISHOPS 

6.1.  There  shall  be  a  College of  Bishops of  th is  Communion,  consis ting of  all  Bishops in 

good s tanding  and a ctively  holding Episcopal  Off ice  in any  member  Church or  Province  

thereof.  Ex cept  in ele ct ions,  each such Bishop shal l  have one vote  in  the  College;  and,  in  

addition,  each member Church or  Province  shall  have one vote  to  be  determined among the  

Bishops thereof  by such method a s they  shal l  choose .  Concurrent  majority  votes  (as  may be  



required by the  provisions of  th is  Concordat ) ,  both among the  Bishops and among the  

Churche s or  Province s,  shall  be  required to  determine an action of  the  College.  

6.2.  The College of  Bishops shall  appoint  a  Secreta ry,  who shall  be  responsible  to  the  

Primate .  

6.3.  In  orde r to  provide for  mutual  support  and confidence  in and amongst  the  

episcopal  collegium  i t  shall  be  competent  for  the  College of  Bishops to  consider any  

credible  al legation of  derelic t ion  of  consecration vows in the  l ife  or  teaching of  one  of  i t s  

members whe re  such  derelic t ion,  if  proved,  could constitute  a  threat  of  impa irment  t o  the  

relationship of  communio in  sacris  amongst  the  members of  th is  Communion.  

(A)  Any such accusation must  be  presented fi rst  within and according to  the  canonical  or  

other procedures  of  the  national  Church  or  Province  of  the  Bishop accused.  If  that  Chur ch 

or  Province  fai ls  or  refuses to  hea r the  matter ,  any Bishop who is  a  member of  this  College  

of  Bishops  may bring the  accusation  before  the  College.  

(B)  The Primate  shal l  then appoint  a  Tr ibunal  consisting of  three  members  of  the  College of  

Bishops (other  than  the  accused) .  One shall  be  a  Bishop chosen  by  the  accused;  one shall  be  

a  Bishop of  a  member Church of  this  Communion other  than that  of  the  accused Bishop.  The 

third  shall  be  the  Primate ,  or  another Bishop chosen by  him,  who shal l  preside.  The  

Tribunal  shal l  examine the  charges and re commend appropriate  disposit ion to  the  full  

College.  Final  disposit ion of  the  matter  shall  be  made by  the  Prima te  with  the  Advice  and 

Consent  of  not  le ss tha n two -thirds of  the  College of  Bishops.  

(C)  The Tribunal  sha l l  proceed a ccording to  re cognized and customary procedures  of  

eccle sia stical  t ribunals  in the  Anglican tradit ion.  Should the  Primate  be  the  accused,  the  

next  senior  Bishop in order  of  conse crat ion who is  a  Metropoli tan (or  equivalent )  in  his  

own Church or  P rovince  shall  fulfi l l  his  duties  under this  provision.  

(D)  Any Bishop of this  Communion who is  charged and tried  by a  Tribunal  of  his  own 

Church or  Province ,  having exhausted all  availa ble  procedures of  appea l  within tha t  Church  

or  Province ,  may appeal  a  d ecis ion of  such Tribunal  to  the  College of  Bishops of  this  

Communion.  The Colle ge,  functioning according to  the  provisions of  this  Sect ion,  shall  act  

as  an Appellate  Tribuna l  in such  ca ses.  

(E)  The  member  Churches of  this  body commit  themselve s to  abide by  such  decis ions a s 

shall  be  made under this  provision.  

6.4.  In  exercising  i t s  Pastoral  re sponsibi li t ies as provided in  this  Concordat ,  the  College of  

Bishops,  by consensus,  may act  by means other than face -to- face  me etings a s conditions 

may require .  Al l  su ch  proceedings shall  be  duly recorded by the  Secretary.  

7. ADVISERS AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE  



7.1.  Member Churches  and Provinces of  this  Communion may,  and are  encouraged to ,  

select  Cle rical  and Lay Advisers to  meetings in  confe rence  of  the  College of  Bishops.  Each 

member Church  or  Province  may select  up  to  three  Clerical  and three  Lay Advisers  to  such  

meetings.  Alte rnates may be provided for  if  desired.  Each member Church or  Province  may 

determine i ts  own method of select ion or  designation of  Advise rs.  

7.2.  The College of  B ishops of  this  Communion may also appoint  up to  three  such 

Advisers,  Clerical  or  La y,  from among the  member Churches and Provinces.  

7.3.  The sole  funct ion  of  the  Advisers provided for  in Se ctions  7 .1  and 7 .2  shall  be  to  

provide consulta tion,  open discussion and advice  to  the  College of  Bishops meeting in  

confe rence ,  upon matte rs referr ed the reto  by the  Primate  or  by the  a ppropriate  Synods or  

equivalent  bodies of  the  member Churches or  Provinces.  

7.4 .  The Col lege of  Bishops shal l  e stabl ish  an Advisory  Committee  to  advise  the  College of  

Bishops and the  Primate  on mat ters of  importance  between meetings  in  conference  of  the  

College of  Bishops.  This Advisory  Committee  shall  consis t  of  one Cler ical  membe r and one  

Lay membe r selected by  and from each  member Church  or  Province  of  this  Communion,  and 

one person appointed by the  Primate .  The Executive  Director  of  the  Internationa l  Anglican  

Fellowship shall  meet  with the  Advisory  Committee  and have seat  and voic e  therein.  

7.5.  Selection of  members of  the  Advisory  Commit tee  by the  member Churches and 

Provinces of  this  Communion sha ll  be  by  such method as each member body may 

determine.  Those  re sponsible  are  requested  to  seek as wide a  dive rsi ty  of  expertise  among 

the  members of  the  Advisory Committee  as may be practicable .  

7.6.  At  the  invi tation  of  the  College of  Bishops  the  Advisory Commit tee  may give  ove rsight  

to  the  coordination of  the  activi t ie s of  the  Inte rnational  Anglican Fellowship.  

8. ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP 

Only  Churches  and Province s (and o ther  appropriate  jurisdictions)  which  accept  the  terms 

and principles  set  forth in the  Preamble  and Fundamental  Declarations of  th is  Concordat  

may be admitted into  membership in this  Communion.  

8.2.  Peti t ion for  members hip shal l  be  made in the  first  instance  to  the  Primate ,  and should  

be supported by evide nce of  an authoritat ive  synodical  re solut ion or  other appropriate  

evidence that  the  de cision  so  to  peti t ion wa s la wfully  taken in  the  peti t ioning  body,  

together with a  ce rti fie d copy of  that  body's  Consti tut ion or  other governing statute(s ) .  

8.3.  Upon re ceipt  of  such pet it ion and supporting  documents ,  the  Primate  shall  refe r  the  

peti t ion  without  delay  to  the  College of  Bishops,  which may then seek such advice  f rom the 

Advisory Commit tee  as  i t  may require .  Before  advising the  Primate  the  College shal l  take 

particula r  ca re  to  asce rtain the  continuity  and integrity  of  Faith and Order within the  

peti t ioning body,  making such inquir ies a s ma y be necessary in a  spir i t  of  char it y .  



8.4.  Upon due  conside ration,  the  Col lege of  Bishops shal l  furnish  a  formal  report  to  the  

Primate  including i t s  re commendations in the  matter  of  the  pet i t ion.  

8.5.  Upon receipt  of  a  report  recommending admission of  the  peti t ioning body to  this  

Communion,  endorsed by not  less than three -fourths of  the  members of  the  College of  

Bishops,  the  Primate ,  upon such  advice  and consent ,  may admit  the  body conce rned to  

membership in this  Communion.  

8.6.  Rat if icat ion of  the  membership of  any body so admitted may be b rought before  the  

highest  Synod of any  existing  member Church or  Province  during  a  period  of  two years 

following the  admission of  the  new member body.  A posit ive  vote  to  withhold rati fication  

(according to  the  voting rules  of  each me mber body  re lating  to  t he  e stabl ishment,  

recognition  and determination  of  communio in  sacris )  by more  than  one -third of  the  bodie s  

which were  membe rs prior  to  the  admission of  the  ne w body,  will  a nnul the  reception of  

the  new body in quest ion into  membe rship in this  Communion.  

9. WITHDRAWAL FROM MEMBERSHIP  

The Churche s enumerated in Section 2 .1  above pledge themselve s,  and any Church or  othe r 

appropriate  jurisdiction seeking membe rship  in this  Communion shall  l ike wise  pledge  

i tsel f ,  that  no membe r body of  this  Communion shal l  wit hdra w itsel f  from the same except  

by a  concurring vote  of  two - thirds  of  the  ful l  membership  of  each  House of  the  highe st  

Synod of that  body.  

10. EXPULSION FROM MEMBERSHIP  

10.1.  Whe re  i t  become s evident  to  the  Colle ge of  Bishops that  any member Church or  

Province ,  or  any Bishop thereof,  i s  re sponsible  for  promoting or  endorsing any doctrine ,  

teaching  or  other  activi ty  contra ry to  the  Fundamental  De clara tions or  Ruling  Principles  of  

this  Concordat ,  i t  shal l  be  competent  for  the  College of  Bishops  to  deal  wi th  such mat ter  by  

means of :  

(A)  Educat ion and moral  sua sion;  and/or  

(B)  Reduct ion of  the  membership of  the  Church or  Province  concerned from full  to  

provisional ;  and/or  

(C)  Suspension or  expulsion of  any  or  all  of  the  Bishops of  the  Church or  Province  

conce rned from membe rship in the  College of  B ishops;  and/or  

(D)  Suspension or  expulsion  of  the  Church or  Province  concerned from membership  in  this  

Communion,  as  the  ca se  may  



10.2.  No cause  for  reduction in membership,  suspension or  expulsion shall  be  entertaine d 

unless supported by  a  formal  writ ten  s tatement  submitted to  the  Secretary of  the  College of  

Bishops,  signed by a t  le ast  three  members of  the  College.  

10.3.  This Communion relie s upon its  College  of  Bishops to  take such measure s as  may be 

proper  and ne ces sary  to  prote ct  the  integr ity  of  the  Fai th and Orde r of  Christ 's  Church 

throughout the  Communion,  and to  conduct  any inquiries pe rtinent  thereto  with propriety ,  

chari ty  and equity ,  including rel iance  upon such assistance  as may be rendered by the  

Advisory Committee .  

11. MEETINGS 

11.1.  The College of  B ishops of  th is  Communion shall  meet  in plena ry session upon the  

summons of  the  Prima te ,  but  in any case  not  less often than once every seven years,  and not  

(unless for  good cause  waived by a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  College )  twice  consecutively  

within  the  geographical  borde rs  of  any  one Member Church  or  Province .  The Col lege shall  

meet  also  within six  months  of  any pet it ion to  meet ,  signed by a  ma jori ty  of  i ts  members,  

being se rved upon the  Primate .  

11.2.  The Pre sidents of  the  Regional  Conferences of  Bishops of  this  Communion sha ll  meet  

together for  mutua l  consulta tion upon the  summons of  the  Pr imate ,  but  in any ca se  not  le ss  

often than once every year.  So far  as may be practicable ,  the  location of  these  meeting s  

shall  be  rotated among the  several  Regional  Conferences.  

11.3.  The Primate  shall  preside in the  meetings of  the  College of  Bishops and the  Regional  

Presidents .  Ea ch body may order i ts  proceedings as i t  sees fi t .  

11.4.  The  Bishops  of  e ach regional  Conference  shal l  meet  togethe r for  mutual  consul tation  

upon the  summons of  the  President  a s he  de termine s the  need  to  do so ,  or  wi thin  s ix  

months  of  any pet it ion to  meet ,  s igned by  a  majori ty  of  the  Bishops of  the  Regional  

Confe rence ,  be ing se rve d upon its  President .  

12. CREATION OF NEW BISHOPRICS AND ELECTION OF 

BISHOPS 

12.1.  Without  prejudice  to  the  domestic  good order and government  of  the  Churche s and 

Provinces of  th is  Communion,  but  having regard to :  

(A)  The t radit ion of  as sent  to  the  expansion of  the  episcopate ,  and  

(B)  The need to  provide for  cohe sion  and stabili ty  in the  development of  this  Communion 

and i ts  several  consti tuent  Churche s and Province s,  and in  the  affairs  of  i ts  College o f  

Bishops,  



12.2.  The Bishops of  this  Communion agree  that  no new diocese  or  bishopric  shall  be  

created in any member Church or  Province  without  pr ior  consultat ion  with the  College of  

Bishops of  the  Communion for  the  purpose of  a ttempting to  se cure  advice  and consensus on 

the  matter .  

12.3.  

(A)  Upon the ele ction  of  a  man (not  al ready a  member of  the  Colle ge of  B ishops)  to  the  

episcopate  or  to  a  vaca nt  or  ne w bishopric  in any member Church of  Province ,  the  name of 

the  said Bishop-ele ct  shall  be  forwarded to  the  Primate ,  with his  curriculum vitae  and  

satisfa ctory information indicating he is  a  man of significant  pa storal  experience  at  the  

parish,  deanery and/or  dioce san level ;  

(2 )  a  man of spiri tua l  disc ipline  in private  prayer,  the  daily  offices and the  regular  re sor t  to  

the  Sacraments of  the  Chu rch;  

(3)  a  man who has studied and demonstrated competence at  an acade mic level  such that  he  

is  able  to  par ticipate  capably in interna tional  and ecumenical  discussion and deba te  on  

theological  topics;  and  

(4)  a  signed Profession  of  Faith  by the  Bishop -e lect .  

The Prima te  shal l  forwa rd the se  documents to  e ach member of  the  College of  Bishops.  

(B)  Within 30  days of  receipt  of  the  not ice  of  election and accompanying documents from 

the Primate ,  each Bishop shall  forward to  the  Primate  his  votum  (which shall  not  

unreasonably be withheld) ,  o r  his  re fusa l  to  approve,  regarding the  Bishop -elect .  

(C)  Upon re ceipt  of  fa vorable  vota  f rom a  majori ty  of  the  membe rs  of  the  Col lege,  the  

Primate  shall  confi rm the election and issue documents of  Confirmation and (whe re  

needed)  a  Wa rrant  for  Conse crat ion,  to  the  appropriate  officia ls  of  the  member Church  or  

Province  involved.  

13. COMMON LIFE AND WITNESS  

13.1.  Acknowledging that  "We who are  many are  one body in Christ ,  for  we all  sha re  in the  

one bread,"  and recal l ing the  Aposto lic  injunction to  do good unto a l l  men and espe cially  

unto them that  a re  of  the  household  of  faith,  the  Churche s and Provinces  of  this  

Communion rejoice  in the  opportunit ies that  our common life  may provide for  common 

effor t  and witness in  the  areas of  eva ngelism,  education,  works  of  mercy and othe r  

imperative s of  the  Gospel ,  for  the  greate r  glory of  God and the  salvat ion of  all  men.  

13.2.  Towards the se  ends we rely  upon the  Primate ,  with the  advice  and consent  of  the  

College of  B ishops of  this  Communion,  t o  cont inue all  effor ts  to  establish relationships of  

intercommunion with  other e cclesial  bodies attempting in good faith to  ma intain  



tradit ional  and orthodox Faith  and Order  with a  vie w to  eventua l  full  union  in  this  

Communion.  

13.3.  Upon the  Primate ,  with  the  advice  and consent  of  the  Col lege of  Bishops,  we also 

devolve speci fic  responsibili ty  for  enter ing into  and init iat ing such conversations with 

Bishops of  other orthodox communitie s within the  One,  Holy Ca tholic  and Apostolic  

Church a s may promote  that  Unity  which is  Christ 's  wi ll  for  His Church.  

14. AMENDMENTS TO THIS CONCORDAT  

14.1.  Proposals  for  al terations,  additions  or  a mendments  to  this  Concordat  may orig inate  

from:  

(A)  The Pr imate ;  

(B)  The College of  Bishops;  

(C)  The Advisory Committee ;  or  

(D) The National  or  Provincia l  Synod or equivalent  body of  any member Church of  this  

Communion;  and should be lodged in writ ing with the  Se creta ry of  the  College of  Bishops.  

14.2.  Upon re ceipt  of  a ny such proposal  the  Se creta ry of  the  Col lege of  Bishops sh all  refe r  

i t  to  each member of  the  College and of  the  Advisory Committee .  

14.3.  Each membe r of  the  College of  B ishops may refer  any  such proposal  to  such  

appropriate  advisory body or  bodies a s may exist  within his  jur isdic tion.  

14.4.  At  i t s  next  meet ing in  confe rence  following the  re ceipt  of  any such proposal  the  

College of  Bishops may consider the  proposa l  together with any report  furnished by the  

Advisory  Committee ,  a nd subject  to  the  provisions of  Se ction 14 .5  below,  may a lter ,  add to  

or  amend this  Conco rdat  as  i t  sees fi t ;  o r  i t  may defer  considerat ion of  any  such  proposa l  

until  i t s  next  subsequent  meeting pending further consul tation and advice .  

14.5.  

(A)  Ratif ica tion of  such amendment may be  brought  before  the  highest  Synod of any 

member Church or  Province  during a  pe riod of  three  years fo llowing i ts  enactment.  

(B)  If  an obje ct ion is  lodged during that  period by any  of  the  said Synods,  the  amendment  

objected to  wil l  not  go into  effect ,  but  instead wil l  be  considere d again at  the  next  

subsequent  meeting  of  the  Col lege of  Bishops,  a t  which  meeting  i t  may be  withdrawn,  

amended or re -adopted .  I f  amended or  re -adopted,  the  amendment  wil l  then be  in  full  

affect  only  afte r  a  per iod of  three  yea rs has  elapsed,  wi thout  obje ction  by the  highe st  



Synod of any member Church or  Province ,  since  i t s  most  recent  conside ration and 

enactment by the  College of  Bishops.  

(C)  I f  the  amendment has not  gone into  a ffe ct  within si x  years  afte r  i t s  in it ia l  enactment,  i t  

shall  have failed.  

15. EFFECTIVE DATE, DEFINITIONS AND INTERIM 

PROVISIONS 

15.1.  This Concordat  shall  come into effect  upon rati fication,  endorsement or  s imila r  

indication of  acceptance  by at  least  two -thirds of  the  a ppropriate  Synods or  equivalent  

bodies of  the  init ia l  member Church and Provinces of  th is  Communion as set  forth in 

Section  2 .1  herein,  by such procedure  as shal l  be  established in each such member body.  

15.2.  

(A)  Where  the  phra se ,  "appropriate  Synods or  e quivalent  bodie s of  the  member Churches  

and Provinces"  is  used in this  Concordat ,  i t  re fers to  the  highe st  leg islative  body of  each 

such Church  or  Province  by whateve r de signat ion,  such  as  'Provincia l  Synod, '  'Holy  Synod, '  

'Gene ral  Synod, '  'Bishop -in-Council , '  'Genera l  Council , '  or  the  l ike .  

(B)  The expre ssions,  "Churche s and Province s"  and "Church or  Province"  may be read to  

include such s ingle  diocese s (or  where  ne cessary even isolated congregations or  groups of  

congregat ions  in  nee d of  episcopal  oversigh t)  or  other  appropriate  e cclesiast ical  

jurisdict ions  as may be come member bodie s of  this  Communion.  

15.3.  The Acting Primate  of  the  provisional  body known as the  Tradit ional  Angl ican  

Communion elected by the  Bishops of  this  Communion gathe red at  Orlando,  F lor ida,  in  the  

United States of  America ,  on February 2nd and 3rd,  1989 ,  shall  continue in office  as Acting  

Primate  of  this  Communion until  such t ime a s a  Prima te  ha s taken office  in  accordance  with  

the  provisions of  th is  Concordat .  

 


